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(57) Abstract: In an internal combustion engine (100) having an ex- 
haust gas passage (1) where an NO* absorption reduction catalyst (2) 
is disposed, an oxygen sensor (3) is provided on the downstream side 
of the NO x absorption reduction catalyst (2), and a determining means 
is provided for determining the degradation of the NO x absorption re- 
duction catalyst (2) on the basis of the length of time for which the 
voltage of a small variation before a maximum of the output voltage 
of the oxygen sensor (3) is recorded during rich spike operation. 
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